
Special education consultant Laurence Lieberman (1992) spoke out in a letter to 
the editor of Education Week. In it he states that, "Full inclusion is not the right 
thing to do. It is one right thing to do, sometimes...Any organization...that 
endorses full inclusion is taking an extremist position that has no place in an 
educational system and a society that prides itself on its choices and multiple 
ways to achieve a desired quality of life.”
Lieberman, L.M. (1992). In a letter to the editor, Education Week, 
December 16, 1992.

N
ew

 
THREE STEP 
PROGRAM!
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“Where each child is equally and appropriately challenged!”

Three levels of classes! 
Each is structured to 
meet the unique needs of 
the student!

Traditional special education models 
place students with special needs in self-
contained classes where often the ability 
levels of the students are far too wide in 
range and the students receive a 
mediocre education.

More progressive models push for 
full inclusion of children with special 
needs, stating that inclusion would 
challenge the child and the child would 
learn from their neurotypical peers. 
However, there is no strong evidence 
that full inclusion works for all children. 
In fact, many parents and educators see 
full inclusion programs as a way for local 
governments to save money, and they 

worry that their child will not receive the 
individualized instruction that they need.

Over the years, frustrated parents 
have shared that neither of these models 
meet the real needs of their child. Even 
with a hybrid approach, or partial 
inclusion, the child is often left feeling 
fractured and unsure as to which class 
they really belong. Public school teachers 
are our heroes, and they work to help all 
children, but budget restraints and 
antiquated policies leave many parents 
looking for other options.

At LCCL, we offer a different model 
which is composed of three levels of 
learning, each structured to meet the 
specific needs of the student. This 
innovative model allows flexibility for 
students to move between each level as 
they meet certain goals and gives more 
feedback to parents who want to help 
their child succeed. Our primary 

objective is to offer the most effective 
classroom for each child. Our secondary 
goal is to offer the most normalized 
setting for that education to occur. To 
that end, we have created a multilevel 
instructional model. At Lighthouse, we 
help students find their way of learning!

More 
Information...
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Level Two 3
Level Three 4
Summary 5



Level One 

“Many of the parents 
and therapists that 
visit our school say 
that we ‘just get it,’ 
when it comes to 
special education.”

1. Unique Learning System (ULS)
The ULS system is one of a kind 
and allows us to teach Florida 
Sunshine standard content to all of 
our level one students, but the 
work is individualized using an 
innovative three tier program. 
Students are appropriately 
challenged, according to their 
abilities.

2. Hands-on Learning
Movement and creative teaching 
activities define our level one 
classroom. Our phonics based 
program, Action Reading, is built 
around hands on activities that 
engage all the child’s senses to 
maximize learning.

3. Intensive Therapy Schedule
Students in our level one classes 
usually have an intensive therapy 
schedule. Speech, OT, behavioral 
therapy, tutoring and Interactive 
Metronome are all examples of 
therapies that these students may 
receive. Our flexible teachers and 
flowing schedule allow these 
smaller classes to facilitate all of 
these therapies.

Entrance Testing:

WRAT-4 (Wide Range Abilities 
Test)

AND/OR
Test of Kindergarten / First 

Grade Readiness Skills 
(TKFGRS)
AND/OR

Test of Academic Achievement 
Skills - Revised (TAAS-R)

“I can do everything through 
him who gives me strength.”

Level One Learning
Our level one students are given the 

most intensive support. Visual schedules 
are provided to help the students 
understand what is coming up next in 
the class, while seeing what they are 
currently working on. We use both a 
phonics and whole language approach 
with the Action Reading program as our 
core curriculum. Fry’s list of most 
commonly seen words is used to teach 
many sight words. 

Through basic phonics instruction, 
built around visuals to maximize 
retention, sight word memorization, 
practice and peer to peer instruction, we 
help each child become a more 
independent reader! Students have many 
opportunities each week to interact with 
neurotypical peers to facilitate social 
skills modeling opportunities.

Parents will not find a more loving, 
research based and creative program for 
the child with moderate to severe 
disabilities. 

What makes this level of 
instruction unique?

1.The Unique Learning System: A 
curriculum designed by a special 
education teacher and speech 
therapist. It is created to meet Florida 
Sunshine standards.

2.Social Skills Training
3.Smallest Teacher/Student ratio.
4.Action Reading Program
5.Positive Behavioral Plans / Token 
Economy / B-Buck system
6.Visual schedules and aids to help 
each child
7.Sensory time
8.Calm environment with covered 
lights, minimal distractions and limited 
wall decorations to help the child with 
sensory issues (SID).
9.Highly trained teachers to meet the 
unique needs of students who are on 
the spectrum.
10.Floating teacher’s aid for the intense 
instructional times.
11.Differentiated instruction
12.The Listening Program (TLP) to help 
with anxiety, focusing issues and 
sensory integration disorder.
13.Quarterly assessments and report 
card built around functional skills.
14.Peer sensitivity training from an 
ABA instructor.
15.Accommodations using technology
16.Alternative assessments 

Level one classes have a 
small ratio of 7-8 students 
per teacher!



Level Two (8-12) Students

1.Entrance Testing:
WRAT-4 (Wide Range Abilities 

Test)
AND/OR

Test of Kindergarten / First 
Grade Readiness Skills (TKFGRS)

AND/OR
Test of Academic Achievement 

Skills - Revised (TAAS-R)

2. Multiple Intelligence Assessment
We want to really know how each of 
our students learn. To further our 
understanding, we administer an 
assessment built upon Dr. Howard 
Gardner’s multiple intelligence 
theory to determine their interests
and their four dominant 
intelligences. 

3.Cooperative Learning:
Cooperative learning is a successful 
teaching strategy in which small 
teams, each with students of 
different levels of ability, use a 
variety of learning activities to 
improve their understanding of a 
subject. Each member of a team is 
responsible not only for learning 
what is taught but also for helping 
teammates learn, thus creating an 
atmosphere of achievement.

4. The Listening Program
The Listening Program (TLP) is a 
sound stimulation auditory training 
method influenced by the sound 
theories of Dr. Alfred Tomatis. TLP 
may be of special benefit to children 
and adults with sound sensitivities, 
hearing loss, learning and attention 
deficits, receptive and expressive 
language problems, perceptual 
difficulties, developmental delays, 
and other auditory processing 
problems.

Preparing for a mainstream classroom...
An anxious brain cannot learn! We realize that many of our level two students 

have the potential to be mainstreamed in the future. For now, however, they need 
the additional support that our level two class offers as they mature and learn. This 
relaxed, yet steady and progressive pace will responsibly challenge each student 
while offering the supports they need. Therapy schedules are accommodated and 
quarterly assessments are given to compare with the student’s benchmark goals. 

At Lighthouse, we understand that peer interaction with neurotypical peers can 
be extremely beneficial for students with learning disabilities, so we have built in 
times where our students interact with all levels. Cooperative learning opportunities 
place students with higher and lower functioning peers to facilitate higher learning 
outcomes. Students are given a chance to be the teacher and the student within a 
learning group, and it is amazing how much faster this helps them learn! 

Which students may benefit from a level two class?
1.Those with mild to moderate learning disabilities.
2.Those with moderate to severe focusing issues.
3.Those students who are not on grade level, but are within two years of being 
on grade level in reading and math.
4.Those who experience anxiety when pushed at a faster pace.
5.Those students who have some gaps in their learning.
6.Students who need more one to one attention and encouragement.
7.Students with mild expressive or receptive language delays.

“Human beings learn more, flourish, and connect more when 
they’re cooperating and less when they’re competing or working in 
an isolated fashion.” Dr. Roger Johnson (Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction at the University of Minnesota)  

Level Two is more 
accelerated than level 
one, but still offers a 
more relaxed pace when 
compared to our level 
three class.
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Level Three
Most like a mainstream classroom

(12-16 students to one teacher)

1.Entrance Testing:
Students must successfully pass.....

WRAT-4 (Wide Range Abilities Test)
AND/OR

Test of Kindergarten / First Grade 
Readiness Skills (TKFGRS)

AND/OR
Test of Academic Achievement Skills - 

Revised (TAAS-R)

2.Multiple Intelligence Assessment: 
We want to really know how each of 
our students learn. To further our 
understanding, we administer an 
assessment based on Dr. Howard 
Gardner’s multiple intelligence theory 
to determine what each child is most 
interested in, and what type of 
intelligence they reflect.

3.Advanced curriculum: 
We use Excel for Math and Bob Jones 
for all other subject areas. Spanish, 
Art and Music are all offered as 
electives throughout the year.

4.Annual achievement exam: 
We administer the Stanford 
Achievement Test (10), which is the 
equivalent of the FCAT, to each level 
three student, at the end of each 
school year. The computerized grading 
results are sent home for each parent 
to review.

Our level three, 
accelerated program...

Did you know that higher achieving 
or gifted students have special needs?
Though not often recognized as 
“special needs” students, gifted children 
require just as much attention and 
educational resources to thrive in school 
as do other students whose physical, 
behavioral, emotional or learning needs 
require special accommodations.

Discrepancies between the abilities of 
students within an average classroom 
leave the high achieving student feeling 
alone, often bored, while others are 
receiving most of the teacher’s attention. 
This can lead to depression and 
behavioral problems as the higher 
achieving student seeks attention from 
the teacher. At Lighthouse, we realize 
that these students must be given 
opportunities to be creative, to move and 
explore. They must also be continually 
challenged and encouraged to reach for 
their fullest potential! Our program 
strives to obtain the balance between 
academic excellence and fun because too 
much pressure can lead to frustration and 
burnout. At LCCL. we can help the higher 
achieving student find “their way”.

“In 2008, six years after No Child 
Left Behind became law, a survey of 
teachers found 60 percent saying 
that struggling students were a ‘top 
priority’ at their schools, while just 
23 percent said the same of 
‘academically advanced’ students. 
Eighty percent said that struggling 
students were most likely to get one-
on-one attention from teachers; only 
5 percent said the same of advanced 
students.”

Petrilli, M., & Hess, F. Closing the 
achievement gap, but at gifted 
students’ expense. The Washington 
Post.

Which children may 
benefit from this class?

1. The gifted child who needs to be 
challenged or they become bored.

2. The child with minor focusing issues.

3. The higher achieving, home-schooled 
child whose family is looking for a 
smaller transitional program.

4. Students who are on or above grade 
level in reading and math.

5.Those who learn best when they are 
able to use their hands, move and 
discuss topics with their peers.

The final step towards 
full inclusion....

For the highest achieving 
student.



Those who hope in the LORD will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Isaiah 40:31

“Teaching without 
an awareness of 
how the brain 
learns is like 
designing a glove 
with no sense of 
what a hand looks 
like–its shape, how 
it moves.” Leslie 
Hart 

 

WWW.Come2Lighthouse.com

LCCL@tampabay.rr.com

(813)655-6505

516 Corner Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

Compare Level One Level Two Level Three

Class Size 7 to 8 students 8 to 12 students 12 to 16 students

Curriculum Unique Learning System
Fry’s Vocabulary
Action Reading Program
Excel Math
Model Me Social Skills
TLP/Sensory Time
Art/Music/Bible
Slower Pace 

Excel Math
Bob Jones Curriculum
Brain Builder OR TLP
Model Me Social Skills
Art/Music/Bible
Modified Pace 
myON Reading 
 

Excel Math
Bob Jones Curriculum
Art/Music
Bible
Faster Pace 
myOn Reading 

Assessment WRAT-4
SEE (Social-Emotional)
(TKFGRS)
(TAAS-R)
Monthly ULS 

WRAT-4
SAT-10
(TKFGRS)
(TAAS-R)
QRI Reading -Quarterly 

WRAT-4
SAT-10
(TKFGRS)
(TAAS-R)
QRI Reading -Quarterly 

Grading Alternative Assessments
Skills based report card

Standard & Alternative 
Assessments
Skills Based and/or 
Standard Report Card

Standard Assessment
Traditional Report 
Card

Tuition $12,510 $10,510 $5,910




